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Aude aliguid brevibus Gyaris & derte dignwn, 
Si vis fe almquis: Probitas laudatur & alget.... * n 


Preach ihe Wor d, de inſtant in ſcan, out of ſeaſba; 
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At Wi 1 go . 


Reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all Long · ſufferin g 
Doctrine; for the time will come, 
codute ſound Doctrine. 
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The Church of England's Complamt, &c. 
4⁴ꝰʒ it pleaſe your G rare, 10 


: HEN [I reflect on (and conſider) the Vaſt and almoſt Infinitł 
Diſtance hetwixt your Grace and me; I am almoſt afraid tha 

my preſuming to addreſs your Grace, will meet with hard Cen 

ſures from a Churliſh and an Ill- natur d Age: But, my Lore 

am Ant may fee that which eſcapes the Eagle's View: tor tis not only pol 

ſible and probable, but *tis alſo moſt certain, that the Inferiour Clergy ar 

more ſenſible ef ſome Irregularities in ſome of their Brethren, than yout 

Grace can be: For your Grace is ſo taken up with the Great Affairs bot 

of Church and State, that tis not poſſible that ſmall Matters ſhould find Ad 
mittance. Non vocat exiguis rebus adeſſe Jovi. 4 

| don't doubt in the leaſt, my Lord, hut that / tis the Duty of very Church 

man to put his helping hand towards the Reforming ſome 4 buſe; crept inte 


* 


ſſed C1 


Lady 
nee; 
pund u 


Mr. 
erwiſe. 
ow. C 
forme! 
can! 
natich 


the beſt of Churches, (as all the Foreign Reform/d. do think -vur Mother tf Y, 
de:) But, without Offence, I hope, to my Superiours, I may have leave to 512 


make ſome juſt Reflection on True and Real Irregularities, committed b 
ſome of my Brethren. The Welfare of our Church I ſhall only regard, and 
the Perſonsot the Offenders I ſhall be tender of: But their Irregularities1 uns 
ſnall not pals by without a juſt Cenſure. Iwill be a great piece of ſervice folen 
to our Church, if I ſet things right; and if thoſe irregularities be remov!d, A 
a mighty Stumbling-block will be taken away, and our Diſſenting Brethren the 1 
will be mightily pleas'd, and in pleaſing them I ſhall obtain your Grace's |? 
Favour ; And who knows, but when they are in the Humour, they may be- ja q 
come hearty and ſincere Members of our Church, the Glory of the World. ot te 
God ſend——- I have the Prayers and good Wifhes of all the Orthodox ws 
Clergy, that God would be pleas'd to bleſs my honeſt and well-meaning db. 
Underſtanding, and by it am in hopes that I ſhall merit your Grace's Fa- len 
vour: For would it not be a Heayen upon Earth, to have our Clergy with. urn 
out Spot or Wrinkle, and to be in ſuch a State, that the worſt, and moſt * 6 
bitter of our Enemies ſhould not have any juſt Grounds 61" OccaFons to ob- 7 f 
ject againſt us. I do not pretend (for I cannot) to alledge any thing againſt on 
the Morals of that Body; for the World is convinc'd, that they are a Sober 0 — 
and moſt the Learned Clergy in the Catholick Church. A Foreigner long 0 1 q 
ago, did ſtile eur Clergy, Smpor Mundi, and it is as true ſtill; and your 
Grace, and many others, are tlaming, and eminent Inſtances of it. 
The tellowing Remarks ſtrike at vrregularities of ſeveral ſorts; As, 
x. Such as ſwerve from the ſtrict Obſervation of the Rubrick of our Ch rch. 
245) FF is as violate the Canons of it. SES 
24%, U hall make my Remarks on ſome mixt Caſes, yet Irregularities; 
Au whictvin their Order. . n 
The Firſt ſort of /rregularities are ſuch as ſwerve from the ſtrict Obſerva- 
tian of the Kubrick of our Church. © N | 
i Tis agreed amongſt the Clergy, that the Funera) Office ought to be us'd 
„ $:e the Rovrick dull in Conſectated Ground, and the * Rubrick ſuppoſe: 
delve. the Bury it - And upon this depends a famous Story of the Wife of 
Office. one of your Grace's Order; who was buried, ſay ſome, in 
"up Bunbill- Fields, among the Ranters, Fifth-Monarchy-Mens 
Presbyterians, Antipædobaptiſts, Inde pendants, and French Prophets Fr 
PR. - . nnn —— — — Ble E 


ut, fa! 
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n bf the juſt: Others ſay, that 


at deal of the Scandal. 2 ' : q 
o this Honourable Funeral were invited Clergymen of great Figure ; 
ly pol ngft which were the learned M-——, the Silver-tongu/l H——, with 
I .. —, and others, that held up the Pall; and the Perſon officiating, 


oY Mr. B-—, who, 1 believe, upon ſecond Thoughts, would have acted 


ow, Gentlemen; and Brethren; if this Funeral Pomp was ſolemnized at 
former Place, what a great Scandal have you brought on the Gown ! 
can you anſwer it to God and the Church, to grace the Cxmiterium of 
naticks and worſe, with your Preſence upon ſuch a ſolemn Occaſion 7? 
you, Mr. Þ———, if the Story be true, as I hope in God it is not, how 
you anſwer your Behaviour to God, the Church, and my Lord the Bi- 
>, I ſhall not cenſure you, but ſhall leave that to your Reverend Dioceſan, 
ut, ſay others, This mighty Noiſe is about Nothing, for that the Fu- 
was at Gethblebem Ground; and the Cale is alter'd; for that Ground 
ſolemnly conſecrated by a Biſhop. I am glad to hear it with all my 
rt; and to ſave their Credits, 4 wiſh it were true. But the Difficulty 
the Proof. But, Gentlemen, were it true /twas more than you. knew, 
Traces” you undertook that Buſineſe, and ſo 'twas only by mere Chance, you 
nay be in the right.. And to mollifie every thing, tis ſaid, that it was the de- 
Worts. of the Deceaſed to lie by her firſt Husband, be the Place where it will; 
thodox a barbarous thing not to fulfil the Will of the Dead. In ſuch a caſe, 
* lubmiſſon, I think otherwiſe; for Honour and my Lord's Character, 
eis Fa. Id be mere than enough to appoint a Place of Burial, Ihis Caſe. ought 
| with left to his Lordſhip/s Diſcretion 3 and, if I may preſume to offer my 
4 00 ughts, a Cathedral, or Church would have been more Honourable for 
to ob. EAN“ Interment. But what ſhall I ſlay? It may be, his Lordſhip had 
againſt Relations already in that Place, which procur'd more.eafily his Lord- 
Sober l Concurrence. But, your Grace, that deſcended from the ſequeſtred, 
er long N NW Or Cor voy : am.ſure, Will think. otherwiſe ;- 
2 Ot this Point, and ſubmit i ; 1 
4 your _ 3 ES ; EY e by 0 enn Jas 
As Lcbinks I ſee a By-ſtander, thus addreſſing himſelf to your Grace; My 
WW 1 have heen loud Clamours, = Noiſe, ond fs N 
peyeral Perſons of Learning and Piety, concerning their Preſence at 
— Funeral. Be it ſo, that the Place of Burial was not conſecrated 
ſhop; What. then ? Is it reaſonable; that ſome ſhall be cenſur/d;.and 
bſerra - cot · free for the ſelf-· ſame ct? I think, in ſuch a caſe All ought 
X ceniurd, or elſe acquitted. But, to come to the point: What was. 
be us'd 332 at Bunhill, or Bethlebem, is weekly, and ſometines oftner, 
uppoſes Na 155 Ground, and yet no Din and Noiſe is raiſed #gainft that Re- 
Wie of Nhe octor 3 tis rather by ſome choſen, becauſe not conſecrated. 
ES a Det a es Eo oa LIPS: 
y-Mens Ne © Gentleman has alledged, is Fact, and its Truth is as clear, 
ts; A den — Sun: My Lord of Landon knows it, and I am told, 
Bleſſed -1 Pröoffex'd to conſecrate It upon an Fndowment, the? ſmall. His 
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Di clear, and the Matter fticks ſome mere elle, And, to take 
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| a oney 
2 all ſcandal for the time to . 2 14 wiſh 1 f 
ſend our your in uackiens to that Dottor I 
: 24777 | in that Chappel, till beth are 1. hdr im in that Groug"d g 
24% Lhere are ſome Clergymen, th oy lies a 
the right e, and have gone lf e, following gf Sheeſh Lap. 
ſine Cl vved the ways bf unrighteouneſs. In plain Engliſh prying — 
Clergy, when they villt the Sick, h. : Sliſh, my Lord, | megÞame 
worlej to take M t ck, have the Hardineſs (to call it ous' 
aud hj oney for it; and this I take for a ſcandalous [ 1 % f 
p35 which I next intend to Remark. | have t ous Irregularich 11 
of the not to doubt of the Frequency of this very ill Pr: ro: reaſon, Ne dil 
He a4 Clery in and about London. I am told that bets = —— Con in 
* icht and Eſteem, that / tis ſtiled a Pretty Per „ £ is arriv/d to tu Ano! 
en of Figure ſome, and D. D. Divines, — f 2 "oP 
rd * — much practice of it. No Man — 1 — 
"I ＋ che Dignity of the Sacerdotal Office than m ſelf: 2 1 
= is © tic this ſordid Practice, none would be ore dy =p 
2 is ſpread, and there is a grand Neceſſity of a} a wry oo But Mead c 
aud curing its Malignity; and to whom ſhallt app! but ＋ 4 — 
2 this foul and enormous Practice. The . of the Croc 
4 e 2 to ſuffer ſuch vile Doings to go on unpuniſht 2 . 
be ro cha Degree, thu we lf become rhe denen nd Ka 
_ 43 5 and Atheiſts. To viſit theSick, is the nioſt — bl — * 
wich ſhall 20 — ſo accounted in all Ages of the Chriſtian Church. 1 
Bleſſed Lord. that he a, but the proſpect of ſordid Gain? Tis recorded of 
IRAs went about doing good: But we d 
ceived Bribes far his e But ue do not rcad that he 
n xtended Charicy to the Souls of Men. And d 
who are his Nliniſters, pretume to do otheruiſe? D. _ 
pointed to attend dying Soub lying on the Beds + 1 are Fir? who are | 
Gains of Ungodlineſs-* Good God! How are ſome 8 a falls 5 
practice of the Golden Ages of the Church! We bl * wang | 
che practice of the Prieſts of * blame, and that July a8 
ſelling Indulgences 8 80 S ed 
Induigs & C ing the Souls of poor deluded Chriſti 
and this Villainous practice was the firſt Moti F r 
from chat Corrupted Church; & ho r otive of Martin Luthers Reyfpone) 
8 3 w near do thoſe ef our Church, h ﬀ 
a gain of their vititing the Sick, come to th 1 Nr 5 
But it may be ſaid th n em, 1 need not tell your Gris Sh 
. f | 10 E 1 i R 
delight is to tarniſh the Reputation of — . Go, t = 
* the Cale; But this l can aſſure your Grace, that there is too much ti bal 
in the Allegation; and within the little Circle of my own Knowledge. It 
can, (and am ſorry to tay it el | y apts Fa, 
2 | y ts lay it) prove it, even to a Demonſtration ; for to edge 
ſtance in fome particulars; there was a poor Woman that d F d a RA bf 
rend Doctor to vilit her 0x ___ eſired a KN. 
4 DC itit her on Husband; and after his Exhortations and t the 
Puritanical Prayes, ſhe was willing to gratity him; ſhe had but t 1 
8 | | 3 wo Shill 42 
and MIL PENCE in the whole World“ and the Doctor had the Conſcience ( ime t 
L call it? to leave her only che poor Size. The ſelf-tame Perſon (of n me 
1 could multiply Inſtances, for I believe, /cis his conſtant practice) vilſiPerio 
another Perſon (whom 1 well know) and who indeed was in good Circ to the 
ſtances) and from her took ten Shillings, and three for the Coach thofhot the 
within one Mile from his own Houſe. I do not know, but that this vil Sacrit 
dus Way of Proceeding has been the main Occaſion of many Souls going 
pr f 2 oy the "Ow World; fo: in my Walks 1 have ſean too much ef 
many mes, an almoſt innumerable, I have my ſelt deen tempted to ace 
l | Mon 
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2d it. 1 ſhould be glad to know the Reaſon of ſuch a general Inclination 
all ſorts of People to proffer a Gratuity upon fuch ſolemn Occaſions, if 
o too many Perſons were not as ready to receive it. The Church requires 
nd good Men pray for) the Reformation of Manners of theſe Men; and 
lies at your Grace's Door to remove this Stumbling-Block. | 
Were I to ſearch for the Original of this foul Practice, I believe 1 ſhould 
d it amongſt the Difſenting Teachers; and if it be ſo, is it not a _ 
name for ſome of our Clergy to tread in their ſteps? I hope I have ſaid 
ough (ſame Men may think too much) to move your Grace to Cenſure 
ch irregular Members that are guilty of this foul Practice, that tends to 
e diſhonour of God, the diſcredit of the Church, and the hazard of their 
n immortal Souls. | 
Another great Irregularity amongſt ſome of the Clergy, is the manner of 
- Adminiftration of * Private Baptiſm ; the Church has ordered 
F a Form for it; and I would ask the Queſtion, How often is 
teen, that Form us'd with Charge to the Parents, as it dire&s, to 
ing the Infant to Church to be received into the Congregation ? But in- 
ea of that, the Publick Form is generally uſed ; How Inconſiſtent ? How 
congruous? How Unaccountable is this way? In times of Lore 'twas 
therwiſe, and it lies in your Grace's Power to bring it to its priſtine Uſe, 
zeſides, as tis now practiſed, it makes meer Laquies of the Clergy, and they 
re oblig'd to dance after every one's Pipe for filthy Lucres ſake, as the Apo- 
tle tiles it. This renders the Clergy vile and ſordid in the Eyes of the 
ity, and finks the Sacerdotal Office ro the loweſt degree. In a little 
ime a ſet Diſcourſe about Houſe-Baptiſm may ſee the Light: upon which 
ccount it will be needleſs to trouble your Grace any farther with it. 
The Solemnization of * Marriages in ſame Places is very Irregular, and 
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ho are 4 on dalous in ſeveral Reſpects; I mean, ſome (Clergym-n daxing te 
expect latrimony. Marry without Banns or Licenſe. The Rubrick direas, That 
from upon Feſtivals, they ſhall, where the Parties dwell, be publick- 
hat juſy ask'd in the publick Congregation. But this good old way is notoriouſly 
bout, ¶buſed and perverted by ſome, whoſe Names I could bring to Light, but I 
2hriftiapare them. There are 'everal thouſands Married (and many of them un- 
5s Reyſeone) in the Fleer-Prifun, Lamb's-Chappel ard other Places, and yet the 
,whomWftenders go unpuniſhed and this, with ſubmiſhon to your Grace, isa burn- 
our Gies Shame, anda Practice intolerable, I have often thought it higuly Rea- 
nies, wifyouable co tay it before the High-Court of Parliament; but ſince the Offen- 
God, ers are Eccleſiaſticks, it more reaſonably falls under your Grace*sCogniſanceg 
nuch ti ſhall not pretume to offer Reaſons to ſtop this foul Practice, but ſhall lea ve 


viedge. WF © your Grace, whole high Station in the Church, and whoſe vaſt know- 
for tocdge, can eatily find Ways and Means to put a ftop to this ahominable 
ed a RQFrattice, which very probably has been the Ruine of the Sons and Daughters 
15 and WP! the Nobility and Gentry of this Kingdom. It has been à wonder to me, 
10 ShilliW hat their Complaints have not reached your Grace's Ears, and it is high 
ence me to apply a Remedy, and God grant the time was come that there be 
| (of ws Pere complaining in uur Streets. ' it is ſuppoſed by the Rubrick, that all 
ce) virions ſhould be preſellt at the publick Service, to offer up their Petitions 
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to the Almighty; But a vile Practice has for ſome Years obtained that ſome 
I the Clergy tpend their time (uhiiſt the Congregation is imployed in the 
«rifices of Prayers and Praiſes) 1 know not how, in the Veſtries. This 


A3 night 
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oney; but I thank God (who enabled me with Courage) that always re- 


your Grace ought to be acquainted with it, being highly Scan- 
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Their way is not defenſible, and ought to be Cenſured. I was once told o 
Conference betwixt a Layman and a Doctor of Figure and Conſummate Lea 
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' ſolemn way of Worſkip of our Church? To which the Doctor reply'd, T 


would tend to the Glory of God, and real Satisfaction of all true Chriſti 
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© vght not to be done, it carries with it 2 loud Scandal, and puts a Stumblin 
Block in the way of the People. I cannot imagine 'what ſuch Clergymen e 
lay in their own Defence, and how they can maintain this fordid Practice 


ing, on this Point. Sir, ſays the Layman, Whit thoughts have you of « 


he thought it was the moſt Rational Piece of Service that was ever uſed 
the Chriſtian Church. Pardon me, Sir, I think, ſays the Layman, that yt 
thoughts are otherwiſe; why ſo, ſays the Doctor? becauſe replyed he, y 
act otherwiſe; for why ſhould T mind your Words when your Deeds 
Counter to them, Your meaning, quoth the Doctor,. Well, Sir, rephi 
the Layman, it cannot be, that your Sentiments are real, when you ſpend t 
time (chat ihoutd be employed in the Congregation of the Saints) in the VR 
firy. At which the Doctor was Non-plufſed, and ſo the Conference ended. 
; And now I cannot forbear to let your Grace krow an odd Circumſtance of 
L. zy Clergyman, and how he ſpent his time in the Veſtry during Divine Se 
vice, I was an Eye-W itneſs to the Matter ot Fact; this Reverend Perſon I fout 
ſtretched out at length on Chairs without Wigg, «nd Head tied up in Linn 
conning his F——"3 Notes, This very odd fight ſtrangely amazed me; ar 
had I not been a Spectator, its Narration would haye been incredible. At ff 
Bluſh I cook it for a Corps laid out, in order for Iuterment; bur Motion ſoc 
reQified my Sentiments. Your Grace's Order will alter this Irregylarity,whi 


And U lately underftand that the Induftrious and Learned Mr. Bennet in on 
of his 1rafts, has laſhed th's Irregularity, though I have not ſeen it; 14 
not doubt, but that he has done it to the purpoſe, and I hope to full purpoſe 
as it will be ſuperfluous in me to add more Words. N | 
The nexc Irregul-71ty 1 ſhall mention, is the timę and ſeaſon of publick Pray 
rs of the Church. In ſom- Churches of the Countay, the Form of Prayer 
is only uled on the Lords-Day, and in others only on Wedneſday, Friday, ant 
Sunlzy. This was not the prime aten ot che Church, as is apparent frot 
the Rubric and Calendar, Firfi ir Rubrick, And the Curate thi 
* NMiniftreth in every Pariſh-Church, or Chapel, being at Home, or not bein 
* otherwiſe reaſonably hindred, ſhall ſay the ſame in the Pariſh-Church e 
Chapel, where he Minifireth, and cauſe a Bell to be Tolled thereunto a cc 
* yenieut time before he begin, that the People may come to hear Gad 
© Word, and to pray with him. | NN en! Sis 
But this * Rubrick, and others, muff be accounted among . the Cobwel 
of Dr. Pain, or the Lumber of Dr. Iſbam; which odious Compariſons may | 
ound in the Anſwer to Mr. Long's Yox Cleri, and in the Yifqeatid 
NH pu ne Sermon of the latter, printed not long ſince hy Walter Kettilby. Wh 
tecnug the dhe firſt Doctor did, ia comparing Queen Flizabeth to a naſty Slu 
Service ot the that left Cobwebs in eyery Corner, was not ftrange, if you com 
Church. pare that with his other Actions; but the other amazed me, con 
fidering whoſe Chaplain he had been of a long ſtanding, and conſidering whil 
Reputation he had amongſt the Learned and Oxthodox Clergy ; but the Di 
grew old and forgot himſelf ; and this, my Lord, ſhews the Truth of chat ſay 
ing, Humanum eff crrare; and I muſt have the Charity for that excellent Pere 
ſon, as to fay, that this was the only Zlemiſh of his Writings ; but they a9 
both gone to thetr place, and it is not Human eo inſult the Alkes of the Dead 


al»2y5 bearing in mind that of Loyal Cowley, IE. , Th 
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Is wieled, with inſulting Feet to tread 
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men e 


”raUtic 
told © Upon the Monuments of the Dead. 


e Leall But Secondly, as to the Calender, which has provided Lefſony for all Days in 
a of office Year. Now I would fain know what was the Intention of our Holy Mother 
*d, Te Church, in appointing a Calendar, if the Clergy were not daily to officiate. 
r uſed Nhe caſe is ſo plain, that I ſhall not expatiate, but ſhall leave it to my Bre- 
hat yoſWren to reflect on. EY 

he, The Non-Adminitation of theLord/s Supper, is another Irregularity, and ſhall 
eds t be ſpoken to. The Rubrick not only ſuppoſes, but is alſo expreſs, that when 

replyYe Communion-Service'is appointed to be uſed, that Service ought to conclude 
end ti ch the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper. One Rubrick runs 6 
the Mus: 40 any as intend to be Partakers of the Holy Commun ion, and t Office, 
ended. Jon. Another begins thus: The Table at the Communſon · time, baving 4 fair Lins 
ince offi Cieth upon it I would fain know, why ate theſe DireRions, if the Sacra- 
vine Sent is not to be adminiftred at the ſame time? Now the Church has appoint» - 
n I fourlfff this ſolemn Service to be uſed on all Sands and Holidays; and theretore 
Linnei all thoſe Days tne Lord's Supper is to be adminiſtred: Yet ſome are fo un- 
me; anountably Irregular, tho' the Sacrament is not always on choſe Days admi- 

At firfniſtred, -yet, 1 know not how it comes to paſs, the Prayer for the Church . 


tion ſooſſlitant, wirh others, and the Bleſſing in ſome Churches, is wholly omitted, 
ity, which the Miniſter concludes in the Pulpit. This odd Practice (my Lord) I can- 
hriſtianFit account fer. In the proper Prefaces for the Communion-Service, thoſe 
et in onÞlle&s after Chriſtmas, Eaſter, and Aſcenſion- day, are to be uſed ſeven days 


it; 14ger,and upon Whitſundey, fix. The Church ſuppos'd the Sacrament on all 
purpoleſſple Days to be given, or why elſe are the Collects order'd to be read: 

eſe were the Ofaves of the Ancient Crurchy and ſo many Days, as Holidays, 
lick Praye let apart for the Greater Solemnization of thoſe Feftivals, and the ſame 
f Prayeſmmunion- Office was read on all thoſe Days; and not only ſo, but I believe 
iday, anF!ll appear from another Rubrick, that our Church commanded a daily Com- 
rent fromnon, or elſe, I confeſs, 1 do not underftand it. It runs thus, as your 
rate chagice may ſee in the Order, how the reft of the H. Scripture is appointed to 
not beingead. * Note alfo, chat the Collect, Epiſtle, and Goſpel, appointed for the 
hurch day, ſhall ſerve all the Week after, where *tis nat in this Book otherwiſe * 
o der d. Now what can be ſaid to this Rubrick, if the Collect, Epiftie and 
ar God 
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sewiſe read: If ſo, than the Holy Sacrament of the Body and Blood of the 
d, is to be daily given, quod erat demonſtrandum. I am afraid by ſome this 
rick is to be thrown away with the Cobwebs and Lumber of the two Re- 
nd Dottors. But there is no manner of Doubt, but that your Grace thinks 
rwiſe ; and ſo with your Grace's leave, I'll paſs to ſome other Matter. 4” 
nd the next Irregularity I ſhall ſpeak to, relates to the Non-Obſervation of 
Vigils, Feafts and Faſts which our Church has commanded. There are ſe- 
| Reaſons aſſign'd by Learned Men for the Inftitution of Vigils, which 
from the Latin Vigile, Watchings 3 but none comes nearer the Truth, 
thoſe who impute the Riſe of thele Night-Watches, to the neceſſity Chri- 
> were under of meeting in the Night, and before Day, for the Exerciſe 
heir Devotions in common, by reaſon of the Malice and Perſecution of their 
Ws, who endeavoured their Deſtruction, when they diſcover'd them to be 
Rtians, God be chank'd there is not yet the ſame reaſon tor thoſe of the 
eh to obſerve the Vigils : But God only knows, how ſoon (for our Sins) 
de our caſe : For it is ſad to conſider, and a melaricholick Theme to infift 
ten we ſee the Church and Fenn iaſulted with Deifts, Sscians, 
4 aud 


del de enjoyn'd to be read every day, then muſt the Communion-Ser»ice 
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and all ſorts of Diſſenters, and no check put to it by the Higher Powers, 
- | *tis ſtranger to conſider the Boidnefs of out Bnemies,.. hen the Perſon upor 
whom the Throne is a ſtrict Obſerver of the, Doftrine of our Church. 
But, *ris to be hop'd the Reign of our rampant Enemies is but ſhort. G0 
ſend—— But another Reaſtn which ftill hold good, for the Ohſervation off 
Pf Nalſow Vigils, is this; * It. was the Cultom of ie Primitive Chriſtians to pe p 
S r &reat part of the Night thas precedeth certain Holidays, in. Devoti 
Feltivals, & nd Religious Exerciſis: and this even in thoſe Places mbich they, ſ 
Falts, p.384. 4part for abe publi E Worſhip of God. But, when theſe. Night · Me etig 
| came to be ſo far obuſed, that no Care could prevent ſeveral Diſorde 
and Irreguleriises, the Church tbougbe fir to aboliſh them, and Night-Weich 
were comverted into Faiis, Hill keeping the formen Name of Vigils. Our Churg 
Kilt commands the Obſervation of them, as is apparent from the Table ef Vi 
Sils, before the Nartujiy of our Lord, and ſcveral other Feſtivals. And th 
Kubrick after the Nicene Creed enjoins the Curate to declare what Baft.ng Day 
mim the Week folle wing are to be gbſerv'd. And what the Days of Faſting d 
Abft.cence are, may be Rr the Ruhrick; as tie 40 Days of Leer, 8 
Sce the Rubrick, The next. is beltivals, or Days kept in Commemoration of out 
2 Saviour and his Apoſtles; and we are informed by. the 
aboveſaid pious and Religious Pcrſon (whoſe admirable Book, I think, oughtif< 
to be in all Hands, as dare ſay, tis ia your Grace's) how they. ought. to bei 
inmploy'd : But firſt, we ought to know, how the Primitive Chriſtians ob 
ſerv'd theie Days. of Joyfulneſs, which was thus: * Thy, were wont once 4 
Ke Na Tear to meet at the Graves of tne Marys, there ſolemnly to reci 
| 99 heir Sufferings and Triumphs, to praiſe abe ir Vertues, to bleſs'God ſet 
Pr © thiw pious Examples, for their bol, Lives, and bappy Deaths, Brides 
* they celebrated theſs Days with great Expreſſions of Love and Charity 10 the Poor 
and mutual Rej heings with one; another.. Tie next Enquiry is, how theft 
Days vught now to be obſery'd, - We jtould (ſays the aforeſaid. Great Perior 
conan ait:iid tle Publick hip, and partate a! the Bleſſ'd Sacrament, if it © 
adm irc d. In private, we jheuld en lange our. Devotions, and ſuffer the Affair 
of the w 1 to interrupt us as little as may be. If tus do. rut. comme mor ate 
Myſtery of our Redemprion, or Article of our Fairh, we ought to c:mfurm our Beli: 
& it, by comfulering all thaſe Re1ſuns upon which it 1s built, that we may be able 
give a good account of the Hope that is in us. Me fhould from our Hearts of 
15 God the $ dite F Thankſarving, and reſulve io pet form all thoſe Duties, mil 
r ſult from the Belief of ſuch an crtict-. If me commemorate any Si int, we ſhould 
' eqnfuer jhe Verturs for wbich be was eminent, and by what Steps be arviv'd 4 
great Perfeflion; and then eine our ſelves how far we are defelti ve in our Dit 
 andeerneſily beg God's Pardon for our paſt Fa ing, and bis Grace 10 ena us 
| conform ut lives for the rims 40 come, t0 thoſe admirable Examples that are . 
be fore us. Thus tar that excellent Author. is | 
That Feſtivals ought, to be kept in our Church, is plain from the Table « 
| * Feaſts ; And that the Clergy ought to give ſuch Notice ta (honey! 
des the Table. 1, opie on the Lord's Day, is as plain from the Rubrick after th 
der the Kubrick, Aliczne Creed. Now 1t w. uld:he richly - worth your Grace 


— 


; * while to order an Inguirenaum thro' your. Province in this, # 
vel as ia ot er Matters: But E dare not preſume to dictate. —— | 
| Thenext Iirezuiarity Lell mention, is this: Some of our B.ethren na 
j ot a lo zy way of repeating other Mens Sermons. Now, 

See the Rudrick. (ok, this 1s, àpaipſt the Rubrick 3 for that after the No: 


| 
| Greed it thus. dicet's;, Then Nhl follow ite Sermon,” or ont of the Homiltes pur 
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ys 'tis, ſuppoſed, that if a Perſon Cas *rwas the caſe of many at the Dawning 
the Reformation). be ſo ignorant, as not able to compoſe a. Sermon, then 
> Church orders him to regd one of the Homihes. But if he be of Ability, - 


ard (and bluſhing for them I ſpeak it) other Mens Works eccho'd from the 
pit; and I do not in the leaft doubt, but that others have ſo too. I could 
e the Perſons, but ſhall not at preſent; 1 do nor know what I ſhall de 
eatter. What a ſhame it is to h-ar the Works of the Profound Barrow, 


ken from the Pulpit. I think, with ſubmiſſion, this ought to be rettify'd. 
y, more than that, there's a greater Inſolence behind. I could name to 
t Grace thoſe Men who had the Forehead, not only to deliver other Mens 
cke, but alſo to print them, tho* printed before. What ſhall I call this ? 
We 01 chis ſorr of Men was Camp Chaplain to Gracious K. Vdiam of not- 

be · forgotten Memory by your Grace. | : | 

he next Remark ſhall he upon the Irregularity of the Burial of the Dead. 
de Rubrick runs in theſe Words: The Office erſuing is not 10 
ſed for any that dye un- baptixe d, or excommur cate, or bavs Se the Rubrick. 
violent Hayds upon rbemfelves. I have reaion to think, that ſome of the 

gy do often violate the t vo laſt Clauſes. To begin with the laſt, concern- 
& >. cide: If a Perſon. (as I could inftance in many) of a great tftate, makes 
ay with himſelf. his Relations ſhall have the Credit of the Attendance of 


1s, my Lord, ought not to be done; for where's the Hope that a Self- Mur- 
Lord. As tor Excommunicates, tis plain and expreſs, that they are ex- 
ded, and have no manner of right to that Solemn Office z yet how often is 
Wd toc all Sorts ot Schiſmaticks. The Ancient, nay, our Church, in one 


exempt. d them from certain Penalties, laid on them by ſeveral Acts of Par- 


y Superiours, If they were Schiſmaticks (as no douht the were) before 


be able ff Act orf Toleration, they continue fill ſo, and ſo by conſequence, as Ex-. 
arts of emunicates, they have no [ſhadow of Right to have that Othce uſed at their 


tes, wit Meral; aud your Clergy hope that your Grace will redreſs that intolerable. 


we ſbouliſſevance: for hu can we ule theſe Rxpreſſions concerning Schumaticks 
45 Our hape. 1; this our. 


io'd at o dhe in their Schiſm) Je ſure and ccrn 0 97 
our Dauer doth. This is a hardihip upon the Clergy, and I cannot account for t. 


 & 


e us FF uſt not mangle the Service, and if we u'e the Ole, it is to the bi: heſt 


it are ſap"<cabiurd and unaccountable, Vhat muſt we do in this Extremity « Your. 

ce, only With the Aſſiſtance of an Honeſt C:muocation, can relieve us. Would, 
Table Med that time was come. I dare ſay, that thoſe Pious Compilers of our 
ze to th rayer (who ſealed jr with their deareſt Blood, tuonght as lde, viz. . 
after th e *hiſmaticks had not rig ht ta that Office. For the Sin of Schiſm is of that - 
r Staceff ou Hue, that ſome of the Ancient Fathers thought, that Atonement for, 


this, Mud not be attained, tho“ by Martyrdom it felt. "And ! apt to think, that 
| Pieus Reformers had ſome ſuch Thoughts of it. Fo: Sch (m, as the Words 


hren haet, is Diviſion, or a cuctidg off from the Catholick Church: Aud if io, 
Now, it be the cate of Huod-winkt Diſſenters, I am ſure,they have no right 
he N. at Office, WM a * > *, | ; 
lies WW all only mention one more Ixxegularity, or a breaking, in vpon 12 
0 aaa | ä rick 


1 
1 


n to uſe one of his own compoſing. But the caſe is alter/d ; for I've often 


Great 7ill-#/on, and many others of Fame, odly managed, aud uncouthly 


Clergy, and the Office (Oh ſhame to ſpeak ir) of Burial ſhall, be read. 
ter ſleeps in Jeſu> 3 and that Office is only to be uſed for ſuch that dye in 


be Canons, cenſures them as ipſo facto Excommuaicates. And, my Lord, 
a Jeſt co-lay, they are not Schiſmaticks, becauſe the Civil Government 


nent, which ate only pro tempore ſuſpended. Now I think, with ſubmifhon. 
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Church; I hope their tender Mothers would oblige the Congregation witWiniſter 
their Company; far what place ſo proper, as che Altar, to return God than ccaſio 
for thoſe wonderful Mercies they lately received. And yet no Arguments ue Can 
prevail; in defence of this Practice, many Pretences, (and they are nothingf one c 
but Pretences) are uſed; as catching of Cold, Modeſty, and what not. Bergy- 
the true reaſon is at the bottom; and that is, Pride. The Clergy muft dandace u 
after them, and they will be attended. Tho' the practice is Servile, yet ſe, I 1 
the Clergy, I hope, *tis not ſinful, at leaſt not more ſinful, than Baptizingmmit 
(«ithout any neceſſity) at Home; I have done with my Remarks on the Viola. 1 
tors of our Rubrick z and leave them now to the Cenſure of your Grace. in, a 
2. J ſhall proceed (with your Grace's leave) in the ſecond place to conlideWolenc 
the Vielators of the Canons of our Church, as they are Clergy-Men ; It all 
beg your Grace's Pardon and Attention, whilſt I run thro* che whole Body of the The 
Canons and Conſtitutions of ſhe Church; which are confirmeFnion 
e ge yy by Act of Parliament; I ſhall only (at preſent) make ſome Refer an! 
Jane. marks ; How many are violated by ſome of the Clery. urch, 
The firſt Canon commands all Ecclefiaſticks from the Archy Lore 
biſhop to the Prieft, to maintain che King's Supremacy 3 and in wen Par 
Can. 1. Body of the Canon is this Clauſe z Furthermore, all Ecclefaaflicir N 
Perſons baving cure of Fouls, an! all other Preachers, and Readers of Dz#vinlhns, | 
Lectures, ſhat! to the utmoſt of their Vit, Knowledge and Learning, purely and frfthei 
cerely, ani (without any Colour and Diſſimul ation) Teach, Manifeſt, Open, aue of 
Declare four times every year (at leaſt) in their Sermons, and other Collations an Car 
Lefures, that all Uſurped and Sovrreign Power is fully taten ] —— Is ehiir pr 
Canon ftrialy obſerved by the Clergy > Do all Preachers and Lecturers comte ler 
ply with the Letter of it? Upon a Melivs Inquiredum, I am afraid, leut a f 
Grace will find it, almoſt, if not wholly laid aſide. I am ſure the T oleratioWicar 
Act does not affect it; therefore it continues in Force; and obliges the ClergWE tc 


to a due Obſervation; and I know not, how they can Anſwer the Non-oblet 
vanee of it; I wiſh, I could find out a Method to excule them. n 
The fourteenth Canon te ates to the Form of Divine Service, Which is d 
be uſed on Sundays and Holidays; and in the Body of that Cano | 

Can. 14. j this Claule; Ai Miniſſlers liłewiſe ſhall obſerve the Orders, Rites ani 
Ceremoni-s preſerib'd in the Book of Common-1'r yer, as well in reading ibe Hil 
Scriptures and jaying of Prayers, as in Admini(traton of the Sacraments, with ge 
either diminiſi ing in regard of Pre iching, or in any other reſpett ; or adding ix 19 
Manter or Form (berersf, Is this Cannon in all and every part ſtrictiy obſerv ice 
by all the Clergy? 1s there no Curtailing, Mangling, or adding to che Praſßde 
ers? Iris worth an Enquiry. 67 | „eee 
«The fifteenth Canon orders the Litany to be read hy the Clergy on educ. 
days and Fridays; 1 would fain know, whether this Canon is ſtrid ted 
bobſerved by the Parochial Cfergy in the Country 3 1am afraid upolge!s. 
fcarch 'twil! he found otherwile. ** 
The twenty ſeventh Canon orders, that Schiſmaticks ſhould not be ad mittel 

| to the Communion- No Miniſter, when he Celebrateib the Commune 
can 27. ſhau wilingty Adminiſter the ſame 30 thoſe th u refuſe 80 knee), * 


Car. 1. 
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e pain of Suſpenſion, yoy to any depravers of the Common-Prayer, &c. Upon this 
anon I ſhall preſume to make two Remarks; as firſt, do any of the Clergy 
Rubrihaply with the requeſ} of ſuperſtitious People, as to give the Holy Sacrament g 
very chem, ſicting in their Scats? I know, that has been done formerly; I wiſh 
to hel is not now by ſome of the moderate Clergy. The next Remark ſhall be up- 
done n a great difficulty, lying upon ſome of the Clergy, the caſe is this; ſuppoſe ' 
o briniocorious Schiſmatick, qualifying himſelf for a Place of profit upon that Scan- 
atholighlous Practice of Occaſional Communion. This Perſon offers himſelf to the 


on witWiniſter, cho“ he never deſigns to be there again, except it be upon the ſame 
_ thankWccaſion. If the Minifter admits the Schiſmatick to Communion ; he violates 
nts wile Canon; if he refuſes him; the Schiſmatiak brings his Action againſt him 
nothing one of the Courts of Nef minſter; which may prove the actual Ruin of the 


2 By 


Ip ergy-man. Now, my Lord, what's to be done in this caſe > I wiſh your 
| danc 


ace will oblige the World with your Sentiments on it. But were it my own 


yet ie, I would obſerve the Canon, and leave the event to God; I ſhould rather 
aptizinhmmit my Conſcience and Family to his diſpoſal z be the conſequence what it 
e Vic. If 1 admit him, I am liable to three years Suſpenſion, which may be my 
e. in, as to my temporal Affairs; if I refuſe him; I can be but undone with the 
conſideq olence of my Conſcience, and Diſobedicnce to the Canon and my Dioceſan. 
Men; t all Men think not as 1 do. | 


ly of the The 28:þ Canon, Orders that Strangers ſhou}d not be admitted to the Com- 
»nfirmePnion ; and in the Body of it, the Church-wardens are to take notice, whe» 
me Reiher any Stangers come often and commonly from other Pariſhes to their 
Durch, and ſhall ſhew their Miniſter of ibem, leſt perbaps they be admitted 10 
1e Arch Lord's Table amongſt others, which they fp2ll forbid; and remit ſuch bome to their 
nd in wen Pariſb Churches and Miniſters, there to receive the Commanion with the reſt of 
lefa afticir Ne:gbbours. Do the Churchwardens and Miniſters act, as the Canon en- 
bivinug us, for in the Canon both are compre hended? do they order ſuch to return 
un fuftheir own Churches, there to receive I am afraid, nay, I am ſure, that 
Open, ane of the Clergy are in this cale tardy. Right Reaſon is the Foundation of 
ions ans Canon; and I can never enough admire the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors in 
— Is thiſir providing ſo well for the welfare of the Church, as they have done in this 
rers cone'lent Canon. For were that minded, as it ought to be, that would pre- 
id, you a further miſchief, that often happens, which is, the admitting of Excom- 
'oleratio! ates and other Notorious Sinners to that ſacred Ordinance. For ſuppoſe 
he ClergWExcommunicate, or any notorious ill Liver js repuls'd, as they ought to 
on · Oba · ¶ from the Lord's Table, they could never be admittei elſewhere; for an 
ommunicate, whilft ſo, is ſhut out of the whole Catholick Church; and 
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hich is WY was the practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, and ought to be {o, not only 
at Canaſur Church, but where ever the Church of Chrift is diſpers' d. Beſides, this 
, Rites ace of People ſtrowling from their Parochial Miniſteis, often produces 
g ide Haber ill Effect, viz. a flight to their own Paſtors, and an admiration for | 
6, with Sers, which, I think, ought to be prevented; and a due Obſeriation of | 
ling an " _ with your Gtace's Injunttion, would put a top to this unhappy xy 
y obſerv' | 
the PrayPe 334 Canon relates to Titles of ſuch, as are to be made Miniſters ;- | 


too long to Tranſcribe, I ſhall only cull out, what are true Titles, and | 
ifications for Orders. Preſentation to ſome Living, or a true and un- | 
ed Certificate, that a Perſon is provided of ſome Church w'thin the ſaid | 
's. Or a Vacancy in the Cathedral Church of that Dioceſsz or in ſome 
** late Church therein; oc Fellow of a College, or Conduct in either Uni- | 
e admit er Maſter of Act of five years ſtanding, living at bis own Expence n 
Comunio Nene * c 
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bis admirable Paitoral Care inſifts Strongly and Strenuouſly upon the Loc 


dy 
* 
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Reſſcence; of tho e that have no Licenſe from their Dioceſans. There! 
doud to be made, but tha” uch raftors, or rather Wolves, have a bea 


cence. i hat cale Your Grace knvws, and what 3 Effect von-Reſidence 
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either Univerſity, or accept by the Biſhop himſelf, that doth ordain him NM 
niſt-r-—— Theſe are all the Titles and Qualifications that I find in this Can 
for Holy Orders, and how ftrangely is it perverted! My Lord of Serum | 


nel; of Certificates, and rightly obſerves, what vaſt Miſchiefs ſuch eaſy Ce 
tificates do bring to the Church; and it would he a great Bleſſing to t 
Church, if all Clergymen wonld fallow his admirable Directions; we fſhoul 
pot then have ſa many indigent Clergy, complaining in our Streets. I 
Order would be then more rever'/d, and greater reſpe&t would be ſhev 
them; for a poor and ſcandaſons Clergyman, I am fure, is the. ſtrangeſt fig 
in the World; And 1 with, I could tay, that there were none belonging 
our Church. But it can't he expetted, that this Grievance ſhould be remove 
except greater care were taken about Recommendations to my Lords, & 
Biſhops. They. Gol knows, are not to be blamed. Bnt *tis the eaſy Clerg 
man with his ulſome Ca acters, that impoſes upon their Lordſhips. Al 
il I ora I could give many Inſtances of this vile Practice to ye 
Grace, but one only at preſent. ſhall ſuffice, and that is more than enough tof 
this horrid Meno i mn a true Light. There's a certain Clergyman ( wha 
Name I ſhall conceal tor many Reaſons ) that has a Place of no more value th 
eight Pound per Annum, that has given four Titles, that 3 know of, to fo 
ſeveral Perſons, that have been ordain d upon that very Title: The þ 
Perſou that was Ordain'd, did not read Prayers at the piace of his Title ; 

now, if alive, in a >trowling and Starving, Condition, begs from Door to Ne 


tor a poor and candalous Maintenance. The ſecond could not live in Eng/as | 
2 went to gi to try bis Fortune, and ſome years after return'd to h Prez 
own Country; and I hear he's in a low and deſpicable Condition. The ce tv 
Perton never ſo much a> law the Face of an Univerſity,” and yet as ſoon as UpEral 
, dain'd ſet up with As Crow, for a' mighty Preacher; But bis Tempo ate 
Eſta te mav prevent Poverty. The fourth is a Man of Parts, and 1 wiſh I ans 
fav, Prudence, and would hve and ſcuffle in the World for his Wife and Fami offe 


if his Super ours in that place would encourage hin 3 I know him perſonal 
am ſurg, hate has more Learning, than all the other three. But t his! 
Meland dict bene to infift on, I ſhall ſay no More on this Head, but with 

Hhmility Supp'icat.ng, your Grace for the ſake of the Clergy, and their Mot, ar 

the Church, to fiad tome Method to put a ſtop to this vile PraQtice, that ted 

produces Beggars for the Sacred Order. TT | 
| The forry firſt Canon, treats of Licenſes for Pluralities of Benefi 
Can. 1. T,mired, a d Refidence eajoyn'd. In the Body of it is this remark 

. Ciauſe, on which | ſhall Remark, provided always, that he be by a good a 
on, fu cen eaurtunc o ftrutu;, bound to make his Perſonal Reſidence in e 

ot his ſaid Benences for ſoune reaſonaile time of the year, per bonam nm cuſu 
pirtem, as tis in the Latin Now the Queſtion is, what and how long 18nd 

by reaſonable time, bn 241 vs anni partcm., That mult be Anſwer'd by) 
Grate: Whar then fhall ! {ay of thuie that ſeldom or never make any Per 


count to give to God and their Flocks for that ſcandalous Prafiree of Non 


upon the Church; but 1 ſhail ſ1y no more at preſent; it being largely «re 
on in two bampdlets, vir. f The Cafe of Now-R:ſwence; 

re Calo ot tb Nan ibl-ne!s of bringing in 4 Bill, to oblige ibe Clergy = 
and Real able. denct, Which 1 pretume your Grace has feen; and which 
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at our publick Form of Worſhip is very extenſive, aud comprehends all Caſes; 


rad too great to be expected n this Debauch'd and Acheiſtical Age. A Con- 


ice twice a year, which it not done, to be Sulpended. That it is not done is | 
zoragt Truth, and your Grace, I ſuppoſe, is not inſenſible of it. The Desk 


er been Anſwered nor never will. In a little time Biſhop Carlin's thoughts i 
Non-Relidence will fee the Light, being a Supplement to the Cate of Non+ || 


dence, to which other Teftimanies azainft that (candalous Practice will be ll 


ed. 2 | = 
he fifty fifth Canon contains the Form of Prayer to be uſed by Preachers be- 
e their Sermons z I am afraid ſome of the Clergy Tranſgre(s this Canon; 
the Words, as briefv as they conveniently may, Iam ſure, exclude long- 
inded, incoherent ſtuff, too much affected by ſome Preachers. Tis certain, | 


| 


4 i find no occaſion for.along Harangve before Sermons. I am confident, that 
oe that uſe them, deſign a Slur upon the publick Form, and bring a Contempt | | 
it. Some Lecturers, can't be excuſed z. tor they ſpend their ame, I Kiow | | 
t how, in the Veſtries, during the time of Divine der vicz; and then they 
unt the Pulpit with their Amuſements. Twould be a va't Advantage to | 
Ir Church; it a ftr ict, and vnvariable Form was preferib'd for all Preachers, | 
da Mul& propoſed to be infliged on une Vivulatois. It wou-d prevent rand | 
d firagling from their own Paſtors ; it would promote Unanimity among | | 
hriſtians, Pea.e, and Concoid between Pattor and People; a Bleſſing, Iam 


xation, if encouraged by your Grace, might procure fuck a Bleſſing, which 
od grant. 1 | Ii 1 3 
Preachers and Lecturers by the 55th. Canon are obliged to read Divine Ser- 


ate is by ſome had in ſo great Contempt, that a Scarſe by no manger of 
eans look well in it. But theſe Gentleman ought to conlider, that the Duty 
offering the Sacrifice of Prayers and Praile is of wore weight and value than 
teaching; but I ſhall meet with thoſe mighty Don's in another Place, when L 


me to treat about mixt Caſes : I ſhall theretore proceed to (ome freſh matter. 


The fifty ſixth Canon obliges the Clergy to Catechiſe every Sunday and H- 
y, and in the body of it they are cenſut d for that Owifion; If any Miniſſer 
te bis Duty therein, let him be ſharply rep” oved upon the firſt Compiayn too 
aftr the ſubmirting 1s mſelf to the Biſhop, »e ſhell willingly Offend perein, la bim 
Suſpended. | If fo the third time then Excommunicte ', and ſo remain, 
ul be be Reformed. This Pious Canon, I believe, was ſtrictiy ob.crved, till 
loſe unhappy Civil Wars of Forty One, which cauſed the Sequeſtration of our! 
race's Father, and the Murder of an Innoceet King, with the Ruine of the 
hurch and State. Then Canting and Hypocriſy kick'd out Catechiſing, which 
ud never be reſtored; People love to have their Ears tickled, though their 
averitandings are not Edified, which » atechiling, would do. + > 
ll torts of People are prodigiouſiy [gnorant in the Fundamen- f 2 che Decay 
is of the Chriftian Religion, and Catechiſing would retrieve N — 
at Ignorance to the Glory ot the Church, and the great Edi- ry 3 
Arlon of the Souls of Multitudes. | 

The nxty ſecend Canon relates to the times of Marriage, which Cao. 62. 
uit be Solemniz'd bett the Hours of eight and twelve n the * 
orning, and in time of Divine Service, Iempore precum publicarum, as the Latin 
mon has it; and I would teign know the Senſe and Reaſon of 


* Reylin Hiſt, of 


a Expreſhon, Lam told by a Learned * Man, a Sufferer ine Neiel mal 
| , he Relot mation 
1 your Grace's Father, that Morning Prayer ou Sund ys and 0 ] 
| H111-Jays began at Eight in the Morning; when ended, Marriages were 
Sd in the face of the Congregation z Doubts and Caſes of Conſcience 

| 53 | were 


then follcwed the Sermon, and the Celebration of the Lord's Supper. f 


deginning of the Canon. No Miniſter upon Pain of Suſpenſion per triennium 


1 chief; for how many have loſt their Children to the utter undoing of the 
which ſhews the neceſſity of obliging the Clergy to a ftri&t Obſervance of 


( 14). 


were then Anſwcr/d bythe Clergy, Ce. At ten the Commiunioti Service beg 


I take to be the meaning of Tempore precum publicarum; if it is not, I earnet# 
deſire a better Account from your Grace, or any other Learned Man. The 
fr:ngers of this Canon are to be ſuſpended per triennuim, as is apparent from 


fatto, &c. The Violators of this Canon have done an incredible deal of 


1 But I have ſpoke. of the Caſe of Marriage before, and I need not repeat. Me 
22 The 69th Canon relates to Minifters Baptizing Childi 8 

b. 69. . a 5 2 | : 
| in caſe of Danger; and if the Miniſter refuſe to go upon. 
real Account, he's to be Sutpended for three Months. This is fo chav 
table an Office, as a Man would think, that a Heart of Stone oed 
would refuſe it. Yet ſome won't move, except they be paid for > A 
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be made the Children of Grace? This ought not to be done. Tis a 


State, by theprudent Act of Uniformity; and, I dare ſay, were it put into firict Executic 


bebellion againſt their Sovereign K. C tarles the Martyr. And tor the future, to prevent it 6 
Kible, Rebellion in the State, and Schijm in the Church, the Act of Unitormity, that ſticks! 


Journey. Our Catechiſm tells us, that we are by Nature born in 
and the Children of Wrath; and ſhall ſome of the Clergy by their Supi 
neſs and Covetouſnels, be the occaſion that they ſhould not by Baptil 


Cruelty to the Souls of thoſe poor Infants; for Baptiſm makes the 


Members of Chrift, Children of God, and Inheritors of the Kinigdom of Hul u 
gen, Here I ſtop, and ſhall not at preſent proceed any further in Mfuce 
Canons. I ſhall only mention one or twe mixt Caſes, which wo the 
not properly fall in with the Rubrick and Canens, and ſo put an el be. 
to this Diſcourfe. 


Firft then, that Lecturers in the modern Senſe of the Word are oblig*d upon a Penalty tor 
Divine Service once a Month. Our Church and State, by God's Eleſhiog being recovered 
ot the coniufion of the late times of Ulurpation, whick was mainly promoted and carried ont 
canting,Hypocritical, and iniveling Lecturers; eur Senate, in the 14th of K. charles II. otglori 
Memory, took this Cale into conſideration, and wiſely provided tor the Welfare of Church al 


it would exclude that Generatiou of Vipers, whole Fathers eat out the bewels of their Moch 
the Church. The Lord Clarendon, in his immortal Hiſtory ot the Civil Wars, wiſely, obſeries 
that the St. Antollne's Lecturers were the firſt Teumpeters that founded from the Pulpit 


much in the Stomachs ot Schiſmaticks, was compoſed. That which relates to Lecturers, | 
lows in theſe Words: And be it further enafted by the Autberity aferſaid,tit 


Act of Uniform. no Perſon ſhall be received as a Lecturer, or permitted, ſuffered or allowed 


- preach as a Lecturer in any Church, chappel, or other Place of publich 01 * he 
within the Realm of England, Dominion of Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed, wunlſs WWhr;;/ 
be firſt approved, and thereunto Licenſed by tte Arcl bhop of the Province, or B:jhop of tbe l 1 1 


oceſs, or (ia caſe the See br vacant) by the Guardian of the Spiritualities under bis Seat; 4 
ſhall in the Preſence of the Arctb ſhop, or Biſhop, o Guardian, read the nine and thirty Arti 
of Religion, mentioncd in the Statute of the thirteenth of the late Queen Elizabeth, which I 
claration of bis unſcigned Aſſent to the ſume; and that every Perſon and Perſons, lo now 15, 
bereaſter ſhall be Licenſed. Appointed, or Received as Le&wrer, to Preach upon any. day of t 
Week in any church or Chappel, place of Publice Worſhip witbig 1bis Realm vgland, 
places aforeſaid, t be firſt time be Preachetb (b. fore bis Sermon) ſhall openly, Public & 
Sol emuly read the Common-Praycrs and Scrvice in and by the ſaid Book appointed to be read 
that time of the Day, and then and there publickly and openly declare his Afſent unto and APP! 
bation of tbe ſaia book, and to the uſe of all tbe Prayers, Rites and Ceremonies, Forms aud 
ters thercin contained and preſcribed according tothe Form before appointed in this Ad; 4 
iſo ſhall upen the firſt Lecture · day of eve Month aſterwards, fo long as be continues. Let 
md Preacher i lere, at the place appointed for bis ſaid Leue er Sermon, before ttt ſaid I 
ture or Sermon, openly, publickly and. ſolemnly read the, Common=Frayers. in. aud by the /a 
Book appointed to be Read for that time of the Day, at which tte ſaid Leflure or Sermon u 


C15) 


; And after fuch Reading thereof, ſhall openly and publickly before the Congreg a» 
oy erg {forget bu unfeigned Afſent, and Conſent unte, and Approbation of Se 
boob, and to the uſe of all the Proyers, Ritcs and Ceremonies, Forms and Orders. therein con- 
and preſcribed, according te the Form aforeſaid; Aud that all and every ſuch Perſon or 
u, who ſhall ncglet or refuſe to do the ſame, ſhall from tbeuceforth be diſe bled to Preach 
4, or dny Ledure or Sermon in the ſaid or any ot her cburch. 1 do not hear as 
ad God grant I never may, That that Clauſe is repealed, yet I am confident, that 'tis 
ly and knowinęly omitted to, be put in Practice; ?tis a valt affrent to 1 and 
a Contempt to the Church and its pions Offices: In ſhort, this general neglect of ecty- 
this Point makes the World believe, that they deſpiſe their Superiors, ard their Cenſures 
e very Authority of the Church and Queen. | 


condly, and laſtly, The next thing that I ſhall ſpeak of, is the fal- 
nce of Method of Pulpit Commendations; *Tis not known, what a 
7 Idnligious deal of Miſchief, ſuch Characters do to common Chriſti- 
Chil 7; it would make ones Hair ſtand an-end, to hear a Common 
g echee commended for his Virtues, and Women guilty of r 
; fo cha ed for their Chaſtity, and Men that deny the common Articles 
375 , applauded for Chriſtianity ; 'twas my hap once to hear a piece 
vey Sermon, Preached at the Funeral of an overthrewn rich Com- 
2855 Fr; and tomy Amazement the Preacher was placing him in Para- 
* without the neceſſity of believing ſeveral Articles of Faith; in- 
I. Imy ſelf, as well as others were afraid, that all the Articles were 
1 ng at once, and that dry Morality alone was ſecurity enough to 
Kes tha 4 Man in Bliſs-and Happineſs. Aur: ſacra Fames has a mighty 
m of Hig Ince on ſome Preachers, anda preſent Recompence prevails mare, 
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er in . | | 20 hays | Pre: 
; the Recompence of Reward in the other World. Another Per- 
. N heard exteling one to the Skies for a Virtuous; —— Wife, of 


'twas credibly reported, that ſhe was not Married, but had 
ſeveral Years in the Sin of Adaltery, | 


nalty to rehe whole Town has rung of that infamous Sermon of that Scandal- 
covere® FPoRtor, that was Preach'd at the Funeral of the late D----of U- 
iid haraRer and Life is too well known to be inſiſted on; and Dun- 
Church a his Book; viz. Hazard of a Death-Bed Repentance, has recko- 
hejr Pon eith that Doctor; I wiſh, it had been done y an abler and more 
ely obſerWHand, I have not time to enlarge, but ſhall only give ſome Manly 
4 yt es of an Honeſt Gentleman in his excellent Ser mon at Oxford. He 
hat tticks {WJ cating of the Miſchief of ſuch fulſome Pulpit Characters in theſe 
crurers, 1s; But as the Difference” of Pexſons may alter 

eee . of You > ſome arcat 7 the r 2 | Trap be- 
biet Hoi they are plac'd, are more unpar aonauee in duitiins Goo udges- 
e bed and Evil for Good, than others t And thee in whom mY 

op.of 1: A be moft intolerable, are Perſms 74 a Sacred | 
birly Areter, If they, whoſe Fudgmeut and Authority are and ought to be, 
„ 1 rage Height, 8 ae, 0 is to 8 the 1 
uV Ad g/ repreſent the Mind of God; it they out of Fear, or Hope, or 
, uſter Defign, ſhould deliver that for Pans, which they know and 
A _ WE fo be Vice; or any way Prevaricate, and hanale the word of Goa 
0 and Aff, uy; of how fore a Puniſhment would theſe be thought Worthy, who 
lead the Souls committed to their Charge, Praſtitute their 
nues Let | High 
tte ſaid L 

4 by the / 

Sermon u 


that Profeſſion, which they ought to Adorn. Our Bleſſed Lord 'afſi 
ſhall he called the leaft in the Kingdom of Heaven, Should any then 


in this World. What a Maſs of Guilt would they heap upon theme 
they would imitate the Example of Judas in betraying their Lord's | 


Souls for the Purchaſe of their Preferments. 


Biſhop, was Sainted by the Flelbourn Doctor in his Prayer before 
Sons of the Clergy in Cheapſide. I fhall now Conclude all wit 


*Pexaching und Living, they may ſet it forth, and ſhey It accardi 
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that whoſoever ſhall break the leaſt of his Commandments and teach 1M 


Sacred Order make Panegyricks upon the worſt of Men, only becauſe t 
== Men; ſmooth over ſome of their Vices, and praiſe them for o 

atter the Dead, to make their Court to the Living, and all at th: 
fence of their Integrity, by venting falſe Doctrine, as well as falſe. ( 
*y, in order to advance their Fortunes, and ſerve their wretched. In 


on for Money, as the other Traitor did his Perſon; and witho 
Jevereft and timely Repentance, would by the worſt jort of Simony pay 


I ſhall preſent your Grace with one Inſtance more of fulſome ] 
Commendation, and then I have done. One of our Grace's Pre 
fors, Arck Biſhop T------2 in a Sermon before the King: He 
extolled the French King to ithe Skies for his Art of War and 
not, at laſt applies this Scripture, Behold a greater than he 1s ber 
King William : For which among other things, he, I mean the A 


hearty Prayers for the Clergy of our Church, in the Words: of 
Incomparable Letany. That it would pleaſe God to IIlum 
*. 0 your Grace and ) all Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, with 
©Knowledpe and Underſtanding of his Word, and that both by 


Au Gram this, O Lord, for the Honour of our Advocate and 
diator,” Fe] us Chriſt, to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoft, 

Perſons and one God, be aſcribed all Power, Might, Majefty and D 
on, World without End. Amen. R 
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